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The  Whiddon  Mission  Community  
 

ST . MICHAEL , SPREYTON  

Churchwarden: 

   Mrs. Judith TALBOT  01647 231393 

PCC Secretary: 

   Dr. Ken WHITAKER  01363 82866 

ST . MARY THE  VIRGIN , THROWLEIGH  

Churchwardens: 

    vacancy 

PCC Secretary: 

    Ms Julz McKerron-Pine  01647 432265 

ST . ANDREW , SOUTH  TAWTON WITH  ST . MARY, SOUTH  ZEAL  

                                         Churchwardens: Mr. John CANDLER      01837 840005  

                                                                  Mr. Paul SNELL             01837 849215 

    PCC Secretary:   Mrs. Julia CANDLER  01837 840005 

TEAM RECTOR:   The Revd. Paul SEATON-BURN:  The Rectory,  Chagford  TQ13 8BW         01647 432880 

TEAM VICAR:   The Revd. Nick WELDON:  The Rectory, North Tawton  EX20 2EX      01837 880183 

ASSOCIATE VICAR:  The Revd. Dr. Harriet EVERY:  Furlong Mill,  Chagford  TQ13 8JW          01647 432402 

ASST. MINISTER:  The Revd. Rita BULLWORTHY:  Rivendale House, Sampford Courtenay EX20 2TF   01837   89168 

READERS:   Mrs. Marian BARNES:   01647 432098  Mrs Jill HOBBS: 01837 840907 

   Mrs. Elva HODGSON:  01647 433391   

HON. ASSOCIATE  PRIEST (Retired):    The Revd. Noël WALTER:  01647 432610 

SCHOOLS & YOUTH  WORKER :   Wez CUTLER: www.ote-chagford.org Tel: 07540 127827 

MISSION  COMMUNITY  OFFICE  

The Parish Church, Chagford TQ13 8BN: 01647 432265 

Open Mondays,Wednesdays & Fridays 9.00am - 1.00pm 

e-mail:  whiddonparishes@hotmail.com 
: 

 CO -ORDINATOR:  Ms  Julz McKerron-Pine  01647 432265 
  CLERK:     Miss Elinor DõAlbiac             01647 433619 

PARISH  MAGAZINE  

Editor-in-Chief:   The Rector 

Advertising Editor:   Heather Jerrard  01647 440286  

Contents and Layout Editor:   Izabella Eva Osborne  01837 318131 

Distribution Manager:   David John  01647 432292 

Treasurer:   Philip Lynn  01837 849144 
  

AVAILABLE   ON   CHAGFORD   CHURCH   WEB   SITE:  WWW.CHAGFORDCHURCH.COM  
 

Final copy date for contributions is 2nd of the month before issue. Sooner is much preferred.  
 

Please send contributions by e-mail to:  whiddonmag@gmail.com  

          WEDDINGS CO -ORDINATOR :   Mrs. Lucy SHIELDS whiddonweddings@hotmail.com 

            01647 432304         Whiddon Weddings 

 

ST . MICHAEL  THE  ARCHANGEL , CHAGFORD  

       www.chagfordchurch.com  

Churchwardens:   

   Mrs. Margaret JEFFREYS  01647 432421 

   Mr.  Timothy GARRATT    01647 433396 

   PCC Secretary: 

   Mrs. Lesley HAIGH  01647 432026 

 

HOLY  TRINITY , GIDLEIGH  

Churchwardens: 

   Mr. Christopher WARREN 01647 432259 

   Mrs. Lyn  EVANS     01647 432600 

PCC Secretary:       

   Ms Julz McKERRON-PINE 01647 432265 

 

HOLY  TRINITY , DREWSTEIGNTON  

Churchwardens: 

   Mrs. Angela THOMAS  01647 281602 

   Mrs.  Norma GILLARD  01647 24263 

   PCC Secretary:       

   Ms. Julia STUDLEY  01647 281214 

 

 

ST . ANDREW , H ITTISLEIGH  

Churchwarden: 

   Mr. Anthony  MATTHEWS 01647   24395 

PCC Secretary:       

   vacancy 



 

Am I the only person who, driving towards Chagford at the bottom of the Venton 
straight, still slows down anticipating the traffic lights even though - thank heavens - 

theyõve long gone? Driving along that road several times a day, I should know by 
now that the wretched roadworks which plagued us for months and months have 

finally been completed... 

 
I guess some of you will say that itõs a good thing to slow down in any case; for 

those who donõt know it, the road twists and you often meet a car coming over 
the hill in the middle of the road. With people increasingly relying on satnav, our 

country lanes are becoming more dangerous and congested places too. It could be 

my third mid-life crisis coming on, but isnõt driving around our corner of this ôgreen 
and pleasant landõ getting more stressful? We shouldnõt just blame visitors or the 

ubiquitous delivery vans either; there are a number of parishioners who point-blank 
refuse to reverse sometimes, too. 

 
Old habits die hard - as many of you on a diet or trying to give up smoking know all 

too well - but it is possible to take time (and a deep breath) and train ourselves to 

think and behave differently. These past months, with the combined challenges of 
timber trucks, road closures, deliveries to the building sites in Chagford (as well as 

old favourites like Thompson trucks at Sandy Park and the recycling lorry) it has 
very easy to get frustrated and feel the blood pressure boil. This isnõt good for any 

of us. As a former commuter, I was well-versed in huffing and puffing in frustration 
as the train was delayed on the way to and from work. Understandable, but a 

waste of precious time. For many of us, these moments of being stuck might 

actually be one of the few minutes of calm and in the day. These moments might be 
a rare chance to pray (and not just for a green light); a prayer of gratitude for a 

loved one, or for the beauty of Creation outside the car window is great antidote 
to rising stress. 

 

Over these weeks of Summer and early Autumn, when you or I find ourselves 
stuck waiting on a road not far from here, we have the chance to change the habits 

of a lifetime. As St Paul put it, ôDo not conform to the pattern of this world, but be 

transformed by the renewing of your mind.ô (Romans 12:2). He was talking about our 

whole lives, but such transformation happens through lots of small changes in our 
everyday life. Rudeness and bad driving lead to a dead end; generosity of spirit and 

kindness lead to a better life for us all. 

 

Revd Paul 

From the Rector 
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resumes after the Summer on  
Sunday 9 th September   

at our brand new school at Chagford 9.30am - 
come and join us! 
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These thoughts were inspired by walking out onto the 

open moor to search for the source of the River Teign as 

we made our pilgrimage journey following its course to 

the sea in Spring 2018. 

 

Bioblitzed Chagford  
 

Thereõs something new going on in the churchyard.  Is nothing 

sacred?!  There is òmessinessó, there is grass growing high, and 

Grannyõs grave is under threat of disappearing behind a curtain 

of daisies.  Where is the respect for the dead?   
 

In May this year, a 9-strong team 

of specialists from Devon and 

UCL (University College London) 

- Bioblitzed Chagford churchyard, 

diligently recording every species 

of spider, ant, fly, bee, plant, 

lichen, moss and bird found.  

These are now registered with the 

Devon Biodiversity Records 

Centre, and ôLiving Churchyardsõ, 

a national scheme which is 

gathering biodiversity information 

in churchyards throughout the UK.   
 
Why is this important?   

Since the 1970õs strimmers and mowers have been in charge, 

leaving an unsightly mush of grass (and slaughtered insects), 

which then breaks down and, incidentally, encourages more rank 

grass to grow, since itõs constantly feeding itself with nutrients.  

Our ancestors (and Jesus too, had He been involved in its 

management!) would not have used strimmers, but the lighter 

cut of scythes, and the greenery removed to feed livestock. 

Sometimes sheep were brought in for limited periods to keep 

things in order. The consequent impoverishment of the soil 

actually encouraged the more delicate and very beautiful wild 

flowers to thrive, so there was actually less grass to cut, but far 

more diversity which allowed an abundance of pollinating insects 

and invertebrates to flourish, which in turn supported a 

healthier bat and bird population. 
 
Decades of a wholesale mono-approach to management of 

churchyards, roadside verges, parks, gardens and the 

countryside in general has precipitated a catastrophic decline in 

all species.  Climate change and increased use of pesticides has 

also added to this decline. We can all do our bit to reverse this 

trend, but it requires some shifts in our attitudes. 
 
We look at herbage as a nuisance, believing it to be ôuntidyõ and 

that somehow, this untidiness is disrespectful.  We need to 

connect with Nature, get down on our knees and look at it 

more closely. During the Chagford Bioblitz, we set up 

microscopes and screens in the church, and many children and 

members of the public saw with amazement the intricacies of a 

minute spider, the mandibles of an ant, and a myriad of 

extraordinary flies and beetles. This microworld is fundamental 

to our sustainability. Without it we literally will not survive since 

we need pollinators for our crops, and these creatures need 

each other to sustain themselves. 
 
ôHistoric Managementõ, with the help of the Living Churchyard 

network, encourages us to reflect on how our natural spaces 

used to be managed and adapt these practices to our current 

needs. All the experts at the Bioblitz where strimming does 

occur agree it must be raked up and removed. If you can help 

please contact the Parish Office.  

 

Itõs worth noting the name for the new housing development 

taken from the area next to the church: Bellacouch Meadows.  

In Clerkeõs latin this means: Bella - beautiful, and couche - resting 

place. A beautiful resting place. Letõs allow our natural spaces to 

integrate into our lives, rather than pushing them ever further 

from our sights. We can encourage our young to engage, feel 

and see the beauty in all its potential abundance, and adapt 

ourselves to Nature, rather than cutting it down or paving it 

over.  

Yuli Somme  

Whiddon News 

Springs of Faith  
 

from Source to Sea 

 

From small beginnings,  

down through wet peat earth,  

layered bedrock, 

How often have we felt them? 

Springs in ourselves, submerged 

by surface weight, fevered activity, 

no space to rise, bring up that 

deep-down freshness 

following an urge to come clean, 

come to goodness. 

 

Fording upwards into light, 

spilling over the surface lip into marshy reeds  

that trickle of a searching soul  

begins its shining journey, 

flowing with all the energy of hope  

suppressed, dreams released. 

A pilgrim spirit seeking, 

the urgent embrace of river, 

hurrying between whispering 

 moor grass among ancient hills  

in this tough-as-boots landscape 

with shovel-deep-peat secrets of past ages: 

Hut circles of home and hearth 

hallowed circles of invocation and ritual 

feast and festival, blessing and farewell. 

 

Hurrying on from the high country, tumbling now  

through shadow-tangled woods  

over granite boulder, under arching rowan, 

exhilarated by a youthful energy 

 impatient to be through the oak and birch gorge, 

meadow and mill race, 

settlement and town. 

But slowing, widening, serving, 

distilling the experience of journey. 

Until opening outstretched 

 arms towards that final dissolution  

of river, of self, into the embrace  

of tide and ocean. 

A final fording 

into love, 

into blessing. 

Diana Marriott  



 



 

Stillness and reflection by 

candlelight  

Sundays 

12 th & 26 th August 

9th & 23 rd  September  

St Michael the Archangel 

Chagford 7pm -8pm  

The 

Well  

 

 

   

DEVON OPEN STUDIOS 2018  
 

Devon Open Studios will take place from 8 th  -23 rd  

September this year. Most venues will be open from 10am -

5pm each day unless otherwise indicated in the brochure. 

In Chagford and Gidleigh there are around 20 artists 

exhibiting in various studios with a similar number in the 

Okehampton and North Tawton area. Work shown and 

available to buy will include ceramics and pottery, paintings 

using various media, prints, textiles and fashion, 

photography, sculpture and jewellery.  
 
Visiting an open studio can be exciting and informative with 

a chance to see a wide range of work as well as to speak 

with the artists about their own creative processes. Some 

studios will also be having demonstrations of work in 

progress. There are eight studios opening in Chagford with 

several artists exhibiting in each studio. There will be a 

special trail for these eight studios with a map being 

produced to show visitors how to get from one studio to 

the next This map will be displayed in local shops, cafes, 

libraries and galleries.  
 
Entry to all the open studios is free and a comprehensive 

guide, with details of each artist, will be available to help 

you plan your own art trail. This can be obtained from local 

tourist information offices, libraries and galleries as well as 

local shops and cafe s.  
 
Further information can be found on the Devon Open 

Studios website ðwww.devonartistnetwork.co.uk/

events/open -studios -2018 
 

8 th  ð 23 rd  September 2018  

10am-5pm each day unless otherwise stated in 

brochure. Eight studios form a Chagford Trail with 

over 20 artists exhibiting  

Whiddon News 

Fresh meat monthly Whist Drive  
 

the last Saturday of the month  
 

25th August 8pm Whiddon Down Village Hall  
 

29th September 8pm Whiddon Down Village Hall 
 

For more details, please contact  

Mrs Peggy Reid on 01647 231342 

TAIZE WORSHIP 
St Michael the Archangel  

Wednesday 26 th September  
7pm-7.45pm 

 

A gentle service 
with anointing & prayer 

for healing 
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http://www.devonartistnetwork.co.uk/


 


