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Testing, testing... 
 

Itõs coming to that time of year dominated by the approach of exams; a 

stressful season for pupils and teachers and parents alike. Even if it is now some 

years since you have sat an exam, I suspect the scars of the experience are still 

familiar: the rows of tables and chairs (often in some vast, cheerless hall); the 

fact that the weather is sunny as you revise, only to turn wet when the tests 

are over; the phrase ôyou can turn your paper over nowõ; the wrench in your 
stomach as it seems none of the questions youõve revised have come up on the 

paper; the pain of your hands as you scribble frantically against the clock... 
 
Spring is a time of looking forward, however, and for many the exam season is 

a necessary precursor to the next step in their lives. This may be 6th Form, 

Exeter College or university somewhere, or the beginning of a new career and 

profession. For some, these weeks will be among the most stressful they will 

experience, as they plan and revise and wish that theyõd worked more in the 

previous months. 
 
Exams are such a flawed means of assessing some-oneõs abilities and potential. 

As the pendulum of education has swung back to the ôgood old daysõ of 2 hour 

papers, etc, those with the sort of mind (and writing stamina) for such things 

will thrive. Many others will not shine, as some of you will remember. Any 

loving parent or conscientious teacher will tell you that some-one is worth 

much more than  
 
their exam results; that learning is a reciprocal process - a creative undertaking 

- encouraging and equipping. Education is so much more than meeting targets; 

so much more than the commodity it seems to have become. 
 
Of course, we need some means of reflecting a pupilõs progress. But academic 

ability is one thing; wisdom is something else again. More ôprecious than jewelsõ, 

it is not something contained only in exam halls; it is often learned with our 

hands as well as our head and in times of loss as well as ôachievementõ. 

Wisdom, says the writer of Psalm 51, is a gift which God gives to us in our 

ôsecret heartõ or ôinmost placeõ. Elsewhere in the Bible weõre taught that such 

knowledge ôwill be pleasant to your soulõ; ôprudence shall watch over you; and 

understanding will guard you.õ When God offered anything he wanted to the 

new king Solomon (brilliant and flawed as he was), he replied ôwisdom and 

knowledgeõ. It wasnõt just cleverness he sought, but the ways of a good life, 

understanding and compassion in relationship with God and all Creation. 
 
If youõre a student or teacher preparing for exams, may you have the wisdom 

to know that whatever the results turn out to be, they cannot reflect and 

encompass who you truly are. ôGoodõ or ôdisappointingõ, may they help you to 

grow into the person God wants you to be. For he is both our loving parent 

and our conscientious teacher. You can trust him. 

Revd Paul 



 

 



 

 

THE RIVER TEIGN PILGRIMAGE  

from  

SOURCE TO SEA  

 

Weekends of April 21/22 & April 28/29  

 

Plentiful rivers abound in Devon, flowing abundant water. 

But in Mali, West Africa, children walk miles to fetch and 

carry enough water for their daily use. The water table 

there is so deep. Their small independent communities are 

transformed by a working well, enabling the land and the 

people to flourish. Blessings abound for all. 

 

A fellowship group from the Whiddon Parishes are hoping 

to raise enough money to build a well, by walking the 

length of the River Teign, some 40 miles over two 

weekends, approximately 10 miles a day. The journey 

begins near its source on the moor, flowing through 

woodland, gorge and villages before widening and 

deepening near the town of Newton Abbot. Here it 

emerges for its final tidal journey towards the open ocean 

at Shaldon and Teignmouth.  

 

The Joliba Trust as many know have a long history of 

innovative environmental work in small communities in 

Mali as well as improving health and education for women. 

 

Please sponsor us, walk with us, help us to support rural 

independent livelihoods in Mali. Dates and details of the 

route, and all other information are available from the  
 

links: teignpilgrimage18 JustGiving 

or teignpilgrimage@outlook.com 
 

or for walkers from Martin on 01647 231564 
 

Seedlings, a fellowship group from  

 

the Whiddon Parishes  
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More info from whiddonparishes@hotmail.com 
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